
       
Fidalgo Elementary School Vision       

Caring, inspired, productive lifelong learners       

       

Fidalgo Elementary School Mission      
We educate all students to realize their individual 
potentials and contribute to their community          

     

 

Fidalgo Elementary School Pledge     

I am a confident Fidalgo Falcon.  I am caring, smart and creative. 

I achieve my goals through effort.  I am inspired by my hopes and dreams. 

I have ideas for the future.  I am capable of success – Yes, I am! 

     13590 Gibralter Road – Anacortes, WA    98221                          fid.asd103.org    (360) 293-9545   

   

What Fidalgo Families Need to know 

For the week of May 14, 2018 

 

Monday, May 14  

 Grade 5 takes ELA SBAC Day 1 

 6:30 p.m. - PTA Meeting – Please note change of location for this meeting: El Jinete Restaurant 

 

Tuesday, May 15 

 Grades 3 and 4 take ELA SBAC Day 1  

 Grade 5 takes ELA SBAC Day 2 

 

Wednesday, May 16  

 Late Start Wednesday 

 Grades 3 and 4 take ELA SBAC Day 2 

 5th Grade Mariners Weather Day Field Trip – See communications from 5th grade teachers for 

details. 

 

Thursday, May 17 

 Grades 3, 4 and 5 take ELA SBAC Day 3 

 

Friday, May 18 

 

 

Save the Date – PTA STEM Family Fun Night 
     PTA STEM Night/Science Expo, and special hours for the BOGO Book Fair, will be held on the 
evening of Thursday, May 31, from 5:00 to 7:00.  This is a free PTA sponsored family fun night event. 
Free pizza provided!  
 

BOGO – Buy One, Get One Free Book Fair 
     Reading is the most important skill you can teach a child, and the one that you can influence the 
most. We invite you to visit our BUY ONE, GET ONE FREE Book Fair event. Giving kids access to 
good books and the opportunity to choose their own books will motivate them to read more over the 
summer – this is a great chance to stock up for summer reading at great prices! Book Fair Dates: 
May 25 to June 5.  We will have special evening hours during our Fidalgo Family Math & Science Fun 
Night on May 31. 



 

SBAC Testing for Students in Grades 3rd – 5th Begins this Week 
     This week and next week, students in grades 3 through 5 will take the Smarter Balanced tests in 

English language arts (ELA) and math. Students in grade 5 will also take the Washington 

Comprehensive Assessment of Science (WCAS) the last week of May.   Here are some tips for how 

parents can set their children up for success to do their very best on testing days: 

✓Tip #1: Mark test days on your calendar – This will remind you and your children when to 

plan for earlier bedtime and nutritious breakfasts. The testing dates for each class will be 

published in the Fidalgo Family Flyer as well as through classroom teacher communications.  

✓Tip #2:  Make sure your children go to bed early the night before the test.  Children perform 

better when well rested. Tired children have difficulty focusing and are easily frustrated by 

challenges.  

✓Tip #3: Get your child to school on time the day of the test.  If they arrive after testing has 

already started, we need to retest them during a make-up session on another date. 

✓Tip #4:  Make sure your child eats a healthy, protein-based breakfast. Avoid sugary cereals 

and other high-sugar breakfast items. 

✓Tip #5:  Positive talk - Before the test, encourage your children to do their best.  

Encourage them to persevere when the answer is not immediately apparent.   Remind them 

that the tests are not timed, and they should take the time they need to think through their 

answers.   Positive talk - After the test, congratulate your child on their effort.  Remind them 

to continue to sustain their best effort as testing will occur over several days.  Ask them to 

share the test-taking strategies they used that helped them.    

     For more information about the Smarter Balanced tests, visit www.k12.wa.us/smarter.   To try out 
an online Smarter Balanced practice test, visit https://wa.portal.airast.org/training-tests.stml.  Please 
call or email cminer@asd103.org (counselor and assessment coordinator), or tdowd@asd103.org 
(principal), if you have questions about state testing.  
 

 
 

K-Kids Officers and Joy Pesaturo (Fidalgo’s Artist-in-the-Classroom)  
presented their community service efforts,  

including an art installation for the Anacortes Family Center, at a recent Kiwanis Meeting.   

http://www.k12.wa.us/smarter
https://wa.portal.airast.org/training-tests.stml
mailto:cminer@asd103.org
mailto:tdowd@asd103.org


 

TALENT SHOW 
AUDITIONS 

 

 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 30 

2:45 p.m.  

MUSIC ROOM 

Grades 3
rd

, 4
th 

and 5
th

 

 
1. A student may only be a participant in one talent show performance.  This means they cannot 

be in a second act even if their part is very small. 
2. No act will be accepted unless the participants have auditioned in front of the selection 

committee.   
3. Rules of Performance: 

 No lip sync’s will be allowed. 

 All acts should be between 2 ½ and 3 minutes long. 

 No group or person can change its act or music after they have auditioned or they will 
be disqualified. 

 The student must provide accompaniment or CD if needed. You can ask Mrs. F-M if you 
are looking for accompaniment and she can point you in the right direction. 

4. Talent show contestants will be asked to be in the gym on the day of the performance 30 
minutes prior to the show.   

5. All artists should have preparations for their performance, i.e.  
instruments tuned, mats, music, etc. in the gym 90 minutes before performance begins.  

6.  Sign up for an audition outside the music room. 
Any questions, contact Mrs. F-M at tmartin@asd103.org. 

 
AHS PTSA Fundraiser – Still Seeking Donated Shoes 

-Roxanne Cortwright, AHS PTSA Parent 
      Thank you all for the continued effort and support for the AHS PTSA shoe fundraiser.  We 
collected an additional 350 pairs of shoes this past week filling 14 bags with 25 pairs of shoes. We 
have a total of 1,250 pairs of shoes, giving us 50 completed bags! We are half way to our goal of 100 
bags of shoes! 
      This week the Golden Shoe award goes to Anacortes High School for collecting the most shoes. 
Thank you all for the shoes that got us to the halfway point, and congratulations to the high school! 
      Please continue to donate new and gently-used shoes to this AHS fundraiser + recycling/reusing 
effort.   
 

mailto:tmartin@asd103.org


    
Fidalgo Mothers Day Celebrations   

 
WORTH REPEATING  

Parents/Guardians of 5th Grade Students 
-Emily Wade, BSN, RN, Anacortes District Nurse 

     This letter is to notify you that lessons meeting the educational requirement for HIV/AIDS, as well 
as Human Growth and Development will be taught to 5th grade students at Fidalgo Elementary 
School on May 25.  
     The State of Washington requires school districts to offer students yearly instruction in the life-
threatening dangers of Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome, its spread, and its prevention. This 
requirement for prevention education is for students in grades 5 through 12. The state provides 
KNOW HIV/STD Prevention Curriculum which is designed to meet the requirements of the AIDS 
Omnibus Act (RCW 28A.230.070) and requirements for instruction about sexually transmitted 
diseases (RCW 28A.230.020). The materials for these units have been selected in a manner 
consistent with requirements by Washington State law and Washington’s Office of the Superintendent 
of Public Instruction. Anacortes School District provides learning opportunities for 5th graders in these 
required areas. 
HIV/AIDS Prevention Education Unit 
According to Washington law, if you wish to excuse your student from this learning opportunity, you 
must first review the HIV/AIDS materials. If you have not previously attended a parent/guardian 
curriculum viewing night and would like to view the materials, you may do so by appointment with the 
District Office. Please contact Carrie King at (360) 293-1212 to view the KNOW curriculum. Should 
you wish to excuse your student from these lessons after reviewing the materials, you must sign an 
HIV/AIDS “opt-out” form that will be kept on file with the district. If you do not intend to excuse your 
student from this unit, you do not need to review the curriculum. 
Human Growth and Development Education 
This unit is taught in addition to HIV/AIDS prevention education. If you wish to review these lessons, 
please contact Carrie King at (360) 293-1212. If you wish to excuse your student from the Human 
Growth and Development unit, please complete an “opt-out” form available in the district office, and 
return to your student’s main office. 
     It is important to us that we notify our families of the date this important teaching will occur. This 
allows you to have the opportunity to continue follow-up discussion of HIV/AIDS and/or Human 
Growth and Development with your student.  If you have any questions, please contact me at 
ewade@asd103.org 
 
                                                               SBAC Testing 

mailto:ewade@asd103.org


                                           Parents of Students in 3rd - 5th Grades 

      This spring, your child will take the Smarter Balanced tests in math and English language arts. 
Students in grades 5 and 8 will also take the Washington Comprehensive Assessment of Science 
(WCAS). 
     This is the fourth year our state will administer the Smarter Balanced tests and the first year for the 
WCAS. The results from these tests will give a more accurate picture of whether students are on 
track to be ready for college or career. 
      Most students will take the tests online. Our school is scheduled to take the tests on the following 
dates: 
3rd through 5th grade SBAC ELA: Tues.-Thurs., May 15-17 
3rd through 5th grade SBAC Math: Tues.-Wed., May 22-23 
5th grade WCAS Sci. (5th): Tues.-Wed., May 30-31  
     For more information about the Smarter Balanced tests, visit www.k12.wa.us/smarter.   To try out 
an online Smarter Balanced practice test, visit https://wa.portal.airast.org/training-tests.stml.  Please 
call or email cminer@asd103.org (counselor and assessment coordinator), or tdowd@asd103.org 
(principal), if you have questions about state testing.  
     Thank you for continuing to work with us to make sure your child is successful. Please let us know 
if there is anything we can do to better support your child. We want your child to leave us with a solid 
foundation of skills and a future full of opportunities.  
 

Save the Date – Spring Music Concerts 

 Thursday, June 7 - 6:30 p.m. - 5th Grade Spring Concert (students arrive at 6:10 p.m.) 
 

Thinking of Moving Over the Summer? Please Let Us Know Now 
     Anacortes School District begins to anticipate enrollment and staffing needs for the upcoming 
school year. It is so helpful to know if families will be moving out of the district. If you are moving, or 
think that there is a chance that you might be moving, please email our school secretary, Kristie 
Calvert, at kcalvert@asd103.org 
 

MAP Testing for K-5 Students in May 
     MAP (Measurement of Academic Progress) Testing in reading and math for K-5 students will take 
place in May. Testing students both in the fall and in the spring shows us how students have 
progressed from the beginning to the end of the school year. The MAP is a computerized test that 
gives us information about whether or not a student, as well as an entire grade level, is making 
satisfactory progress in basic math and reading skills. A unique feature of the MAP is that the test 
questions adjust to the student’s performance. That is, the difficulty of each question is based on how 
well the student has answered the preceding question. As the student answers correctly, the 
questions become increasingly challenging. If the student answers incorrectly, the questions become 
easier. Considering multiple assessments (SBAC, MAP, and classroom-based assessments), 
provides a more accurate and representative portrait of each student’s areas of growth and for 
growth. Your child’s classroom teacher will notify you of MAP testing dates so that you can make sure 
that your child comes to school especially well-rested and nourished on those days.  
 

Ready to Learn Fair  
Clothing Drive 

     Are you cleaning out your student's closet in anticipation of summer? Help every child in our 
community begin the coming school year with pride by saving your best for the Ready to Learn Fair 
Citywide Clothing Drive! 
     Donation bins will be in place the week of May 14-18 at each school and at several locations 
throughout the community. Clean, stylish, gently used or new items in all sizes for children and teens 
are greatly needed! For more information, please contact Keiko McCracken at  

http://www.k12.wa.us/smarter
https://wa.portal.airast.org/training-tests.stml
mailto:cminer@asd103.org
mailto:tdowd@asd103.org
mailto:kcalvert@asd103.org


kmccracken@asd103.org. 
 

Mark Your Calendars  

Tuesday, May 29 will now be a regular school day, due to the power outage.  

  

5th Grade Moving Up Ceremony  

Thursday, June 14 at 9:00 a.m. – Fidalgo Gym  

  

2018-19 School Calendar  

     The School Board has approved the 2018-19 student calendar. It is available on the 

Anacortes School District at www.asd103.org  

     The first day of school (1st-12th grades) will be Thursday, September 6, 2018  

• First Kindergarten day will be Tuesday, September 11, 2018  

• The last day of school will be Friday, June 21, 2019  

 

Dress Code Reminder 

     As we enjoy warmer spring weather, please review these guidelines with your children so that they 
come to school dressed appropriately: 

 Shoes that protect feet for PE and recess – please no flip flops  

 All skirts and shorts should be no shorter than 5 inches above the knee, or fingertip length  

 No low cut or sheer tops 

 No bare midriffs  

 Tops with ultra-thin or “spaghetti” straps are not allowed  
     Continue to send your child to school with a coat for recesses, as even spring days can be cool.  
 

Student Placement 
     Careful consideration is given each year to build fair and balanced classrooms for the benefit of all 
students. If parents/guardians of K-3 students have input regarding their child’s educational needs 
that they would like considered as part of this placement process for the coming school year, they 
may submit it in writing between May 1 and May 15 using the assignment preference form that is 
currently available in the district and school office. Regarding students in 4th and 5th grades, again 
next year these grades will be departmentalized, so students will see all the teachers at their grade 
level for an equal amount of time. Thank you for understanding that parent input is considered but 
requests are not a given as several other factors also need to be taken into account when creating 
balanced classrooms. All forms received between May 1 and May 15 will be given equal 
consideration, regardless of date received. In order to be fair and to ensure that we have accurate 
information, verbal requests (phone calls, conferences, etc.) cannot be considered; only information 
submitted in writing on the assignment preference form. Because we do not have final information 
regarding student enrollment and staff transfers, retirements, and resignations until well into the 
summer, teaching assignments and student placement decisions are not finalized until late summer. 
 

Shop at Office Depot or Office Max and Earn Money for Fidalgo   

     Every time a teacher or parent shops at Office Depot or Office Max and they mention a 
school, the store will donate 5% of each transaction to that school.  Please designate Fidalgo 
when you shop at either of these schools.  This is a great “free fundraiser” to bring extra 
money to Fidalgo.    

   

Help with Math   

     The district has new math websites to support students and parents in understanding 
math concepts at each grade level and doing homework. The math sites include videos 

mailto:kmccracken@asd103.org
http://www.asd103.org/
http://www.asd103.org/


and other supports for grades K-8, Algebra 1 and Algebra 2. It makes searching for 
supporting materials easy. Go to 

http://www.asd103.org/for_students_and_families/math_support/ to access the sites.   

     

                          If Your Child is Absent…             

     Please call or email Kimberly Smith the morning of the absence:  

ksmith@asd103.org, or (360)293-9545.       
   

Birthdays are Celebrated Monthly during Lunches in the Cafeteria                

     At Fidalgo, birthdays are celebrated in the cafeteria during lunches for that month 

on a designated day; we do not have classroom birthday parties.   PTA organizes a 

special treat and celebration in the cafeteria for all students born that month.   Also, 

please do not distribute private birthday party invitations at school unless all 

students in the classroom are invited.        

     Parents are welcome to attend the schoolwide monthly birthday celebrations in the 

cafeteria, and/or to volunteer to provide cupcakes for that month’s birthdays.  Please contact 
parent  Shawna Cox at shawnakcox@hotmail.com if you have questions or would like to 
contribute cupcakes.            

Here are the birthday celebration dates for the remainder of the school year:       

Friday, May 4 – May birthdays       

Friday, June 1 – June birthdays       

  

Shop at Office Depot or Office Max and Earn Money for Fidalgo  

     Every time a teacher or parent shops at Office Depot or Office Max and they mention a 

school, the store will donate 5% of each transaction to that school. Please designate 

Fidalgo when you shop at either of these schools. This is a great “free fundraiser” to bring 

extra money to Fidalgo.  

  

When You Shop Online, Use AmazonSmile to Raise Funds for Fidalgo   

     AmazonSmile is just like shopping on Amazon, only you earn money for Fidalgo with 

each purchase. AmazonSmile offers a .5% donation of all qualifying purchases to the 

Fidalgo PTA.   

Simply go to AmazonSmile.com and select Fidalgo Elementary PTA as your charity. (Don’t 

be confused, it will show up as a Tacoma location because that is where the Washington 

State PTA is located.) AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know: same products, prices 

and service. You continue to receive all the same benefits as with your current Amazon 

account.         

   

   Get Your Lost and Found Items Back to You: Label, Label, Label!      

     Please label coats, sweatshirts, hats, mittens and other items with your child’s name so 

that we can reunite items with their owners.   Please, please, do not send your child to 

school with an unlabeled coat.    
     

Collect Box Tops for Fidalgo Kids         

        -      Beth Rittel         

     Please continue to collect Box Tops.  They do expire, so turn them in as often as possible. 

Our goal this school year is to earn over $1,500 and with everyone’s help, we can do it. You 

http://www.asd103.org/for_students_and_families/math_support/
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can help us reach that goal by sending in your Box Tops each month. Drop box tops off in the 

Box Tops bin located across the hall from the library.  Here are some optional tips that will 

make the submission process easier:         

* Put your teacher’s name on the bag so your child’s class gets credit for the ice cream 

party         

* Bundle your Box Tops in groups of 10 or 50 using a sealable bag or envelope         

* Tape or glue Box Tops on a collection sheet, available at BTFE.com         

     Our school receives a check from Box Tops for Education for box tops submitted, which we 
use to purchase items for the school, such as playground equipment. If you have any questions, 
feel free to contact me, Beth Rittel, at ethansrit@comcast.net . Thanks for your help!      

      

Fidalgo PTA Website: http://fidalgopta.com         

This is a terrific source for all things Fidalgo PTA             

   

Rachel’s Closet Fund at Fidalgo         

     Fidalgo has a “Rachel’s Closet Fund” for students who are in need of clothing, other items, 
and extracurricular scholarships.  The community service clubs and many individuals have 
provided funding for this resource.  The items are new or barely used and if there is an item 
needed that we do not have, we are able to purchase it with donated funds.  Please contact 
school counselor Courtney Miner (cminer@asd103.org) if you would like to obtain clothing 

from Rachel’s Closet for your child.      
  

Community Bulletin Board:  
Your Source for Opportunities in the Community for Your Family  

     Each week the Anacortes School District shares information from our community partners on our 
website.  This is the place to find and post non-school related community events and information that 
benefits students and families. All notices are submitted by outside organizations to keep your family 
informed. The Anacortes School District does not endorse or sponsor these activities. Please visit our 
Community Bulletin Board to see new postings for this week: 
http://www.asd103.org/for_community/community_bulletin_board         

 
Quick Tip Reporting Tool 

     Quick Tip is a system that allows students, parents, staff, and community members to submit 
information to school administrators anonymously.        
     We encourage people to contact their building principal directly with questions or concerns, but we 
recognize the sensitive nature of some circumstances, such as bullying, harassment or intimidation, 
and want to provide this avenue for anonymity.  This is not a crisis line; report any emergencies to 911. 
       

• The reporting tool can be downloaded as a mobile app or accessed online:       
      https://asp.schoolmessenger.com/anacortes/quicktip/         

• Administrators receive the tip via email and take action or investigate as appropriate        
• Be specific in your submission; photos can be included if appropriate        
• False reporting is subject to disciplinary action        
• Include your contact information if you would like a response        
     If you have a question, and don’t know who to contact, please email anacortessd@asd103.org 

and your email will be routed as appropriate.         
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Safe Schools - Tip Hotline by Telephone 
     If you do not have Internet/ computer access, you can also report unsafe or threatening activities 
related to any of the schools in the Anacortes School District by calling the following anonymous, toll-
free telephone number at any time day or night: 1-866-live-tip ext. 175           
       

Website Address for Skagit County’s Sexual Offender Notification 
     Monitoring the Skagit County's Sexual Offender Notification website regularly provides you with 
information about sexual offenders that may live in your area.  The website address: 
http://www.skagitcounty.net/Departments/Sheriff/sex_offenders.htm         
         

Link to OSPI – Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction                       
     The Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) is the primary agency charged with 
overseeing K12 public education in Washington state.  Its School Report Card is a parent friendly 
resource for data on student demographics, student performance and school staff in our state.  To 
access this information online, go to http://reportcard.ospi.k12.wa.us, or if you do not have access to a 

computer, you can request a hard copy at the school office.        
   

Nondiscrimination Statement 
     The Anacortes School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of 
sex, race, creed, religion, color, national origin, age, veteran or military status, sexual orientation, 
gender expression or identity, disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal and 
provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups.        
      Title IX Coordinator/ Civil Rights Compliance         Section 504/ADA Coordinator         
      Coordinator         Connie Martin         
      Cynthia Simonsen         2200 M Ave         
      2200 M Ave         Anacortes, WA  98221         
      Anacortes, WA  98221         360-293-1218         
     360-293-1212                     cmartin@asd103.org         

     csimonsen@asd103.org         
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------        
ñThis School and/or School District does not sponsor, endorse, or recommend any of the organizations, services or activities 

described in this information.  This information is provided solely for the convenience of our students and parents to assist 

in their review of the safety and suitability of such organizations, services and activities.  All School Districts shall be held 

harmless from any cause of action, claim or petition filed in any court or administrative tribunal arising out of the 

distribution of these materials including attorneyôs fees and judgments or awards.ò         
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